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Introduction 
Development means the cause to grow or expand (Webster, 2004), possibly through human 

efforts and investments. One of the meanings in a dictionary of psychology has development as a 
progressive change leading to higher levels of differentiation and organization. Here the concept is 
one of positive progress, increases in effectiveness of function, maturity, sophistication, richness and 
complexity. This sense is generally intended in phrases like human development, social development, 
intellectual development, emotional development etc. The philosophy of any nation as regards 
development will implicitly contain all these phrases. 

According to Ogbinaka (1999), National Development refers to the sum total of the results of 
the functional relationship between manual involves everything that is done within a nation with a 
view to uplifting nation with a view to uplifting the standard of men, women and materials. On the 
basis of development, countries are categorized as wither developed or developing. Developed nations are 
high-income countries with a market-oriented economy and consequent higher standards of living than 
the developing nations with growing economy and with notable poor standard of living. Although 
the focus of the paper is not to draw comparisons between developed and developing nations, the 
need arises to find out what makes the developed nations "thicker" than the developing nations. National 
cohesiveness, universal literacy, improved health and living conditions among the people, people's 
wellbeing in the economic field, provision of good infrastructure, electricity, portable drinking water, 
good communication system are aspects of national development that should be pursued by the 
developing countries like Nigeria if they have to brace up with the developed countries. 

Education is one such discipline that can bring about a desired National development. 
Education in this context means "all planned and systematic processes of human improvement or 
development as well as the organizational modes in which these processes are promoted" (Akinpelu, 
1983: 8). Universal literacy is a project in Education which provides the medium for imparting 
functional education to the masses, and as a means of translating community education into a 
life-centred, development-oriented, and useful endeavour for human upliftment. Literacy for all citizens 
fosters social stability and good government, through ensuring that the individual citizen is capable of 
personal judgment, of making his own decisions, based upon a thorough understanding of any given 
situation. In this way can sensationalism enable him to understand the modern world in which he 
lives, and to develop an active and appreciative interest in the wonderful discoveries and inventions of 
man in our society and in other land? 

Nigerian Educational Provisions for National Development 
Nigerian education provides for "a free and democratic society, a just and egalitarian society, a 

just and egalitarian society, a united, strong and self-reliant nation, a great and dynamic economy, and 
a land of bright and full opportunities for all citizens" (Okoli, 1991:7). These dreams for a nation are 
laudable because they are stepping-stones to national development. In pursuit of all these Nigerian 
children at all levels of the educational ladder should have. 

a. respect for the worth and dignity of the individual; 
b. faith in man's ability to make rational decisions; 
c. moral and spiritual values in interpersonal and human relations; 
d. shared responsibility for the common good of society; 
e. respect for the dignity of labour; 
f. promotion of the emotional, physical and psychological health of all children 
g. competencies necessary for self-reliance (FRN, 1998). 
Clearly, from the aims and philosophy of Nigerian Education, the Federal government has shown 

its faith in education as an instrument for national development. Against this background originated 
four cardinal objectives of Nigerian education, viz. 

1. the inculcation of national consciousness and unity, 

2. the inculcation of the right type of values and attitudes for the survival of the Nigerian 
society, 

3. the training of the mind in the understanding of the world around; and 
4. the acquisition of appropriate skills, abilities and competencies both mental and physical 



as equipment for the individual to live in and contribute to the development f his society. 

With these objectives, Nigerian schools produce an all round developed individual who is cognitively, 
psychornotively and affectively sound.- Such individual will be expected to contribute effectively and 
meaningfully to nation building. 

Presently Nigerian education is characterized by the following practices, viz: 
***   Students are led by the examination syllabus. The aim of going to school is only to pass  
examination. So pupils/students are preparing for first leaving certificate (FSLC), Junior  

Secondary school certificate, NECO, SSCE, JAMB etc. depending on the level. Even at the 
tertiary level, the struggle to acquire NCE or OND, HND or B. Sc etc. seem to be the  
ultimate. The functional aspect of education is secondary.  

***   Teachers are engaged in the business of teaching students to pass examinations. No proper 
attention is given to the teaching syllabus. Emphasis of teaching is in the examination  syllabus.  
***   Teachers do not have time to construct teacher-made tests, for formative evaluation. Past 
question papers are used to predict the structure and nature of future examinations. Teachers 

request pupils/students to bring to the classroom past question papers.  
    ***   Teachers teach students how to tackle or approach questions in past questions papers.  
    ***   Instructional and behavioural objectives are purely designed in line with the solution of past 
examination questions. 
    ***   Past practical question papers are useful instruments in guiding the conduct of practical work 

in the laboratories.  
***   Two dimensional instructional aids such as charts and chalkboard drawings are common 
features in the classroom. Models and three or four dimensional aids are almost absent. 
***   General mode of lesson deliveries is by chalk and talk, even when teachers are aware of other 
pedagogy.  
***   Cognitive assessment of the students is the only mode for classification. Psychomotor and 
affective learning outcomes are not properly reflected in the report books of the students. May 

be the teachers do not know what to assess. 
***   Examination malpractices are common in most schools in the country.  
***   Most textbooks used in the schools do not carry current information. Information technology 

is still very far from the reach of the students and so most of the students cannot assess 
information on the internet. 

Most classrooms and laboratories in Nigerian schools are ill-equipped. Teaching facilities are almost 
inadequate. These and more are common observations in Nigerian schools. They pose handicap to proper 
education of the child. What we have at the end of the day are half-baked children ready to foment trouble in 
the society. There is the need to change the total orientation of Nigerian education perceived by the students 
and teachers. 

Human beings are involved in development. These practices will not create room for the desired 
national development. Rather, Nigeria is still faced with problems related to: (i)   Leadership   and   
governance   where   we   read   daily   in   national   dailies   ineffectiveness   and 

incompetencies at various levels of government; 

(ii) Non-realisation of national cohesiveness where ethnic conflicts are on the 

increase;  

(iii) Health and living conditions where most Nigerian do not have access to 

proper nutrition, adequate supply of safe water and basic sanitation, provision of 

maternal and child health care including family planning, immunization 

against major infectious diseases. Prevention and control of locally endemic 

diseases; appropriate treatment of common diseases and injuries and provision of 

essential drugs, etc;  



(iv) Crimes and insecurity are the order of the day; and 

(v) Funding of our schools inadequate, etc. 

It is not as if the federal government is not aware of the problems in the educational sector and how 
national development is affected. It is in response to some of the problems that, the government has put in 
place some reforms. The introduction of the Universal Basic Education (UBE) which seem to have coalesced 
6-3-3-4 system to 9-3 and something else, the plan, as we are told, that, Colleges of Education and Polytechnic 
will soon be Universities, the operation of unity schools by Public-Private Partnership Initiative (PPP1) 
through School Management Organizations (SMOs), review of school curriculum by Nigerian Educational 
Research and Development (NERDC) and the roles of NUC, NCCE and NABTE in accreditation / quality 
control in the tertiary schools, etc. 

We have also witnessed increased in number of pre-primary schools, private and public primary 
schools, private and public post-primary schools, private, state and federal universities. These developments 
no doubt are useful pathways, towards positive changes in the educational sector, but will the changes be in 
line with the aspirations of our founding fathers regarding the philosophy and objectives of Nigerian 
education. It will still be business as usual and the problem will be left unsolved. What is the problem? One 
may ask. To what extent is the Nigerian education relevant to sustainability of national development? 

Is there a perfect match between our educational skills and economic manpower 
requirements? What is the relationship between the education received by our children and job; between 
school and productive labour? Akinpelu (1983), has also queried the relevance of Nigerian education in terms 
of direct absorption of the graduate into existing job vacancies, of their effective and efficient performance 
on the job and in economic welfare of the nation. These issues are relevant today and need to be addressed 
urgently. 

Refocusing education for relevance and sustainable national development presupposes that what 
currently exists needs to be revisited, redirected presumably for some other more appropriate and desired 
ends. 

Let us turn to the globally emerging goals to see how we can refocus our education for relevance 
necessary for national development. 

Global Reform Context for National Development 
Two goals clusters have become prominent in the global reform context. These are the 

Millennium Development Goals (MDG) and the Education For All (EFA) Goals. The MDGs are:  
1)   Eradication of extreme poverty and hunger;  
2}   Achievement of Universal Primary Education; 
3) Promotion of gender equality and empowerment for women; 
4) Reduction of child mortality; 
5) Improvement of maternal health; 
6) Combating HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases; and 
7) Ensuring environmental sustainability. 

The EFA goals of relevance to the MDGs are: 
1. expanding and improving comprehensive early childhood care and education, especially for the 

most vulnerable and disadvantaged children; 
2. ensuring that by 2015 all children, particularly girls, children in difficult circumstances and those 

belonging to ethnic minorities, have access to a complete free and compulsory primary education 
of good quality; 

3. ensuring that, the learning needs of all young people and adults are met through equitable access 
to appropriate learning and life skills programmes; 

4. achieving a 50 percent improvement in levels of adult literacy by 2015, especially for women, and 
equitable access to basic and continuing education for all adults; 

5. eliminating gender disparities  in primary and secondary education by 2005, and achieving 
equality  in  education  by  2015,  with  a  focus  on  ensuring  girls'   full  and equal  
access to 
achievement in basic education of good quality; and 

6, improving all aspects of the quality of education, and ensuring excellence of all, so that recognized 
and measurable learning outcomes are achieved by all, especially in literacy, numeracy, and essential life 



skills (Obioma, 2006). 

Nigeria is signatory to both the MDGs and EFA and has made efforts to realizing some of the 
objectives. These are reflected in the reform measures in 2004, as in the National Economic 
Empowerment and Development Strategy (NEEDS) NEEDS provides for value re-orientation, 
poverty eradication, job creation and employment generation and empowering people through 
education. 

Obioma (2006) has noted that, these reform measures have implications for education reform in Nigeria. 
These are enhancement of access, improvement of quality, reviewing and renewing the curriculum 
periodically, acquisition of entrepreneurial skills, promotion of ICT capabilities and encouragement of 
public-private partnership. Therefore, Nigerian education for national development should be re focused 
along •-these implications. We have observed some changes in our sector responding to some of these 
demands. Space and time will not allow me to further elucidate. But permit me to point out the need for 
community education and science and technology education as bases for refocusing Nigerian education for 
national development. 

Community Education 
        National development must start from the communities. This is because the culture and traditions 
of the people are rooted in the communities. National education should aim at equipping people to 
participate in, and contribute to, the modernization - a process which creates the lifestyle that will bear the 
imprints of traditional strengthens, while adopting new strategies and technologies to the corporate life of 
communities (Ikejiani, 1964). 
       Community education serves the entire community by providing for the educational needs of all 
community members (Anyanwu, 1993). Its ultimate goal is to develop the process by which members of a 
community may learn to work together to identify problems and to seek solutions to such problems. 
Operation of community education requires a process whereby learning can be used for individual, 
community, national and global betterment. 
       Learning the art of reading and writing is an important element of the process of education. Education 
must also incorporate the task of making the children, youth and adults in a community aware of their 
identity as a people. It must enable them to identity their problems, needs and aspirations, to raise their 
consciousness, and enhance their initiative to foster the resources of their community. The people will be 
able to solve these problems in a spirit of self-reliance and determination. 
       Again, school has to be reconstructed to live in symbolic relationship with its immediate environment, 
drawing part of its curricular contents from its neighbourhood as well as making its own facilities available 
for community educational purposes. 
       Communities should participate in the actions arising from the Millennium Development (MDG) 
and the Education For All (EFA) goals. It is important to note that, community education transcends all 
levels of education and concerns itself with everything that affects well being of all the citizens in their 
communities. 

Development of Science and Technology 
     Although Nigeria has a policy guiding the development of science and technology, what is being 
practiced seem to be at the level of learning facts, principles, theories and laws in the natural sciences. We 
need further education that will lead the use of content of sciences to production. We need to produce our 
own bicycles, tricycles, cars, trains, aeroplanes, farm equipment, office-equipment, spare parts, etc. not 
assembling of parts. 

    Balogun (1969), noted long time ago, that, scientific and technological progress has altered the 
educational requirements of dynamic and emerging societies. He specifically mentioned that, Nigeria is 
blessed with natural resources-minerals, water, good soil, forests, animal life and so on. The regret was that, 
we are short of skilled manpower. In order to develop and adapt to changes for utilization of better and 
more efficient techniques, machinery and equipment, we need professional and technical know-how. This 
means, among other things, we need better and dedicated teachers, professional managers, doctors, 
scientists, technicians, mechanics and maintenance workers of all kinds. 

We need skilled engineers to design and install new and improved equipment and technically skilled 
personnel to plan and manager production, to maintain experience and perhaps automatic equipment, to sell 
and service the product, and we need scientists and technologists to conduct research for newer and better 
products. In other words, we need basic, applied and action researchers, because these are the mainsprings of 
progress in science and technology, and economic growth. It follows that, the main problem is one of 



developing and utilizing our human resources. As one would say, "all wealth is created by man's labour and 
his labour is guided by his education and acquired scientific skills". We will ask the following questions:  
(i) Are the present educational and training services of the country qualitatively and quantitatively 

adequate to meet the technological and scientific  needs of our nation?  
( i i)  To what extent is it possible to make changes or improvements for example in organization,  

content, and teaching methods to meet our national needs?  
( i i i) What need changes in the administration of our education and training systems will make it more 

"development-oriented" without violating the autonomy of the individual?  
(iv)Can enough money be found to finance the extension and improvement of our educational and 

training services so as to meet many of the desirable changes; if not, what alternative policy  
choices have we? 

These questions were posed during the National Curriculum Conference of 1969. They are still 
relevant today. We must note that, science and technology directly affect education itself; educational 
scientific research can throw more light on the teaching and learning process, and technology can provide 
us with more effective media that will increase the more efficacies of leaching and learning. 

After all, we are in the age of information and communication technology. And we may need all (he 
technology of educational task ahead successfully. 

In today's world, no country can afford to neglect the need to have a science driven educational 
system: Technology-based education system that equips their huge populations with the requisite skills to 
operate efficiently at the global market place. The nation's education system must be revamped with the sole 
aim of empowering the youth with the relevant scientific and technological skills to turn Nigeria's huge idle 
resources into goods and services that are in high demand at home and abroad. We will definitely need 
scientists and technologists to achieve these yearnings and aspirations. Currently, there is a problem, the 
declining enrolment of students in the sciences (Punch, 2007). This will pose a bottleneck in the needed 
production of scientists and technologists. Something has to be done. I am sure that, coming presentations will 
address this issues and others. 

Summary and Conclusion 
The paper started with the clarification of the concept of development as the desire of all nations in 

the world including Nigeria. Nigeria's educational provisions for development were highlighted as 
contained in the National Policy on Education. The paper further outlined various negative practices in our 
school system that will impede facilitation of national development through education. Although the federal 
government of Nigeria is doing a lot to tow the lines of Millennium Development Goals (MDG) which has 
educational implications for national development, there is the need to refocus education for relevance that 
will further bring about national development as observed in the developed nations of the world. In this regard, 
I propose the kind of education that will consider what we do in the communities proceeding to the schools 
where we put into practice the realities of science and technology. Education should be functional and for 
living. 
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